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The ingenuity of humans in furthering their own ends is practically boundless. Add to that ingenuity

the fervor of 19th and early 20th century evangelists to proselytize and "save" all the non-believers

around the country and we see why the railroad chapel car was conceived. Factor in the

competitiveness of different denominations and we see why one chapel car grew into a dozen

rolling churches representing three different groups, Episcopal, Baptist and Catholic. These

specially-designed cars with pews, pulpits, and cramped living quarters for the missionaries (and,

when applicable, their wives) saw a long run, too, lasting from the 1890's into the 1940's. THIS

TRAIN IS BOUND FOR GLORY is a 382-page history of these twelve special chapel cars, plus a

quick glance at two more, the monstrously ornate cars of the Russian Orthodox Church which may

have inspired the first American chapel car and the private car of Mormon founder Brigham Young,

said to have had angels painted on its ceiling.So far as the book THIS TRAIN... is concerned, I find

reviewing its quality to be a particularly difficult task, for it is without doubt the result of lengthy,

exhaustive research, many times in primary sources which required significant travel by the authors.

The extensive, meticulous research evident in this book is truly impressive and is far and away its

strongest element. There is no question that, based upon the research, the end-of-chapter

documentation sections, and the minute historical details that the authors extracted from the huge



mounds of historical detritus through which they picked, this book fully rates the maximum of five

stars-and then some.However, the readability of the book does not fare quite so well.
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